CHAPTER XXXV

WHILE I was actively engaged in reconstituting my regiment,
most of the colonels, especially those of the cavalry, being
detained in France on the same duty, the allies crossed the
Elbe and hostilities recommenced. The Emperor had left
Paris, and on April 25 was at Naumberg in Saxony, at the
head of 170,000 men. Only a third of these were French,
since some of the troops who had recently been sent forward
to ^Germany had not yet reached the seat of war. The
remaining two-thirds were formed by the contingents from
the Confederation of the Ehine, the greater part of whom
were little inclined to fight for Napoleon. General Wittgen-
stein, who since our disaster at the Beresina had acquired
some reputation, although the elements had done us much
more harm than his combinations, was commander-in-chief
of the united Russian and Prussian troops. These to the
number of 300,000 appeared on April 28 before Napoleon's
army in the neighbourhood of Leipzig.

On May 1 a brisk engagement took place at Poserna,
in the plain rendered famous by the death of Gustavus
Adolphus, and Marshal Bessieres was killed by a cannon-ball.
The Emperor regretted him more than did the army, which
had never forgotten that it was through his advice that
Napoleon had been hindered on the evening of the battle of the
Moskwa from bringing his guard into action and thus com-
pleting his victory, whereby the aspect of events would have
been changed and the complete destruction of the Russian
troops brought about. On the day after Marshal Bes'sieres*
death, while Napoleon was continuing his march on Leipzig,
he was unexpectedly attacked in flank by the allies, who had
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